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N
ow

, w
hen school soon ends and the 

sum
m

er 
oegi

ns again, it's getting to 
be 

clos
e to m

y last day in Pierre. 
W

hen 
I think of m

y last day, I al
so 

rem
em

ber m
y 

first day here. F
rom

 this 
very first day I especially rem

em
ber, how

 
hot it w

as (the day I arrived it w
as 106 F

.; 
at hom

e the tem
perature seldom

 gets over 
80 F

). I also couldn't believe this big flat 
land. W

hen I cam
e I didn't know

 anything 
about South D

akota. A
nd I even believed 

them
 w

hen they told m
e in N

ew
 Y

ork that 
I had to get to South D

akota by horse. (I 
w

ondered w
hat I w

as going to do w
ith m

y 
suitcases). 

►
 

.,;.-·�
, 

. I w
as gl

ad to have som
e w

eeks before 
school started because it took m

e a w
hile 

to get used to the w
eather, food, language 

an� m
y new

 hom
e. 

M
y 

school 
at 

hom
e_ 

is 
very 

m
uch 

different 
fr

om
 

the 
school here, 

and 
so 

· there w
ere m

any things, that looked w
ierd

to m
e. F

or instance, eveiy day the sam
e

subjects, 
gr

eat 
im

portance 
of 

sports,
pep-assem

blies, cheerleaders and also the
short tim

e fo
r lunch (w

e have lunch tim
e 2

hours long).
But 

in 
tim

e, 
w

hen 
I 

began 
to 

learn
about the A

m
erican w

ay of living, all these
things

 m
ade m

ore and m
ore sense. to m

e.

R
elax

in
g

 in
 h

er A
m

eri
can

 h
om

e, S
u

san
n

e li
sten

s to
 som

e m
u

sic.
· 

(P
h

oto by
 R

od
 H

olm
es) 

It sure has been nice to spend m
y first 

(and last) year in an A
m

erican Hi
gh School 

as a Senior, w
ith all the special activities at 

the end of the year. There w
ere so m

any 
new

 things
 com

ing up (and still are), that 
som

etim
es 

it 
confused m

e 
a little. 

But_ 
there w

as alw
ays som

ebody w
ho explained 

and helped. A
lso all the special days, like 

H
o

m
ecom

ing, 
V

alentines 
D

ay, 
Thanksgi

ving, H
allow

een, and State A
 (I 

guess I picked the righ
t year) w

ere very 
interesting and new

. 
I enjoyed m

y year in this school, even 
w

hen not every singl
e day w

as gr
eat (but 

that w
as m

os
tly m

y fault). 
Speaking of South D

akota jn general, I 
enjoyed M

ount R
ushm

ore and the M
issouri 

R
iver the m

ost. But all the other things
 

(also the big. nothing --
w

ide open space) 
w

ere fascinating, too. I have to adm
it, that 

-I'm
 gl

ad, that the w
inter is over. That w

as
the coldest w

inter I ever had, and probably
the coldest I'm

 ever going to, experience.
W

hen it w
ould be so cold at hom

e, I never
w

ould go skiing.
M

y 
·biggest 

thanks 
go to the Eisriach

fa
m

ily, w
ith w

hom
 

l stayed this year. I'm
also 

very 
thankful 

for 
every.t

hing 
and

everybody in the school. Special thanks to
the teachers, the principal (w

ho taught m
e

w
hat "teasing" m

eans), the nice people at
the guidance offi

ce and in the kitchen and, .
of course, to m

y friends. A
nd thanks to the

A
F

S Club, w
hich m

ade it possible that I
could spend a year here, and ·that I could
m

eet 
all 

the 
other 

foreign
 

exchange
students in the state .

Everybody 
alw

ays 
w

as 
fr

iendly 
and

helpful to m
e. Thanks!

·'?lf
_t

 
·,
.

S
u

san
n

e sh
ow

s th
e b

irth
d

ay
 cak

e sh
e 

receiv
ed

 from
 th

e S
p

an
ish

 classes to 
celeb

rate her b
irth

d
ay

. 

I w
ould like to encourage everybody to 

try to see the w
orld as m

uclf as possible, or 
at least study 

about other countries and 
learn foreign languages. 

A
nd 

if 
any 

of you som
eday 

should 
m

ake it to 
Sw

itzerland. be sure to come 
visit m

e. I live in Stans (canton N
idw

alden) 
6370; W

angw
eg 5, ·center uf Sw

itzerland. 
near Lucerne U

f W
iederluege ! 









Sp·orts 
i 

Complex renovation underwa·y 
The Pierre School System is propos

: ing a three year program to renovate 
. Hollister Field and the surrounding 
: area. The football field and. track were 
! constructed in 1927, but since then no
major reconstruction has been done
to keep the field up to date.
The cinder track was too wet for
much of the beginning of this year's

. track season and training was held in-
; doors and on city streets.

Fans will also remember the park-
.. ing problem during ·football games

1 and the problem of parking during
· the track season due to the state
. employees' equal need for parking 
. during th day':'i'hese ana other pro
blems will be solved during the three-

\ fold program. In addition some other i recreation facilities will be con-
. structed. ___ _ __ ·. _ 
, The initial stage includes a seven 
:step phase of redevelopment at a pro
jected cost of $126,000 including: 1. 
'Strip, shape and re-sod the football 
.field; 2. Install irrigation systems; 3. 
Install a conduit for present and 

1future electrical  needs;  

I Sideline Views 

One of the best years in athletics 
that Riggs High has enjoyed is wind
ing down, with State Tournaments 

: for Track, Boys Tennis, and Girls
. Golf yet to be held. 

It has been a memorable year, and 
in upcoming years aspiring athletes 
can set their goals on what the year 

' 1978-79 left behind. 

Athletics have brought the school 
much recognition this year. There 

4. Provide field drainage; 5. Relocate
the present lights on the south side; 6.
Grade the track and field events area;
7. Install one life of asphalt on the
track.

The grading of_ the field for 
drainage and the installation of an ir
rigation system will provide for easier 
maintenance and cut down on the 
man-hours involved. The asphalt will 
help stabilize the newly graded tr�ck 
and minimize any shifting which may 
occur. 
Cost of the project has been only . 
an estimation, for construction costs 
continue to rise and the projected 
estimates for the second and third 
stages are in the area of $150,000 per 
year. 

When completed some time in 1983 
or 84, these new facilities will have 
225 new asphalt parking spots along 
·with an additional· 1000 spectator
seats. There will also be 2 or more ten
nis courts, a ball diamond, a concrete
basketball .court, an open play area,
and if possible a small soccer field.

by Mike Stein 

Pierre didn't mean a whole lot as far 
as sports were concerned. This year 
Riggs fielded extra curricular nc
tivities, not only athletics. They all 
added to the prestige of Riggs High . 

The Girls State Golf Tournament 
will be held in Huron on May 21-22. 
Both State meets for Track and Boys 
Tennis will be held in Sioux Falls May 
25-26. 

have been years past when the name Good Luck at the State track meet. 

'MAY,-1979 

Mr. Mike Engels, head wrestling coach at Riggs, will be moving to Sioux . ,, 

Falls O'Gorman next year. (photo by Bill McEntaffer) 

· ·Engels to ·coac_h at O'Gorman'
Mr. Mike Engels, wrestling coach, is the From a coaching stand-point he feels se(j:ond head coach to be leaving the school that moving to O'Gorman isn't any major this year. - · step up or down. Their school enrollmentMr. Engels, who is going to Sioux Falls is less than Pierre's, but he doesn't think it b'Gorman, said "It took us a long time to will be quite as transient as the student decide to move away from Pierre. The body at Riggs. Every year Pierre has a large people - here have been very honest and number of students that either come or go friendly, and the community has shown a because of government related jobs. great deal of interest in the activities 'that He adds, "The facilities for wrestling at we have at the high school. I have found O'Gorman are better than we have in my three years at Riggs to be very exciting Pierre. They have a room with much more and rewarding. I have le�med a great deal mat space with a weight room adjacent to about coaching, teaching and handling it, and there isn't any problem as far as students. I will miss Riggs and the people moving or storing wrestling mats." I've worked with, but Pierre isn't so far • ■ away that we can't come b�ck to visit GI rls cap tu re reg 1ora

. One reason the Engels are moving is 0·•:;\ · ·. · { · ·'. . . �- . 

occasionally." 
.• .,.\ 5 ��. : / •+ · . because they have missed college athl_etics ;;,,'Y.· .. ;),:''L. . · •·: ." · " since leaving SDSU in 1975. Living in • ,i;, • ·. • Sioux Falls ,will put them within an liour'sdrive of USD, SDSU and Augustana. Another factor tMt caused him to leave Pierre, when he decides to· quit coaching there, will be more opportunities to enter other professions in a bigger city than there are in a smaller community·. 

Carin Doyle, who is part of the State 
golf tournament team, takes a prac
tice swing before playing nine-holes 
of golf. / (photo by Rod Holmes) 

Even though the first two tour
naments were cancelled due to 
weather, it �asn't seemed to hurt the 
girVs golf team's performances. 

The team won Pierre's Invitational 
and took five top spots out of six in 
the Regionals held in Pierre. They 
have also taken third in the Rapid Ci
ty Invitational and fourth in ESD. 

Individually, the Lady Gov's have 
been doing good in the tournaments. 
Leading them is Carin Doyle, who 
took first in the Rapid City Invita
tional, Pierre's Invitational, beating 
Nancy Thelen by a single stroke, and 
the Region IV tournament. She took 
fourth in ESD. 

. � 
All of the girls that were in 

Regionals have qualified for the state 
meet in Huron May 21-22. Along with 
Doyle getting an 83 for first, Connie 
Bohn got a 100 for second, third was 
Lynn Bonrud with a 105; fifth, Nancy 
Thelen also with a 105; and Lisa 
Brinkman shooting a 106. 

Members of the First Ladies Drill Team for 1979-80, announced at the Awards Night program include, from the left;back row, Shelly Hanson, Tauna Anderson, Mary Lehecka, Jeannine Harner, Lorri Hartmann, Beth VanEpps; middlerow, Sue Jones, Karla Schramm, Jackie DeJong, Lynn Scoefield, Tami Duerst, Tammy Curtis; front row, Barb Owens,Zahra Karim, Heidi Werthman, Sherry Zieszler, Becky Dryden, Jill Rilling, Calli Stenseth. Not pictured: KarenKrogstad, Kathy Spencer, Carol Hughes, Linda Plank_, Kari Bruzelius. (photo by Rod Holmes) 







��GGS HIGH SCHOOL GOVERNOR 

\ 
Mrs. Phyliss Leach, who is retiring this month� 
with her Spanish students. 

discusses pronunciations 
(photo by Mike Springer) 

Trautner, Springer place 

i.n journalism contest
Two members of the "Governor" 

staff took top honors in the 1979 South 
Dakota High School · Journalism 
Associations Spring Writing Contest in 
the writing and photography divisions. 
A total of 576 entries were submitted 
from schools all over South Dakota. 

Perry Trautner took first place out of 
59 entries in the spoitswriting division 
for his snake story, "They Do It For 
Fun" in the November issue. For his 
interview of Charlie Hyde in the October 
issue, he took third place. 

Perry was also on the honorable 
mention list for his cartoons in the 

September issue. Last year, he also made 
honorable mention list for his cartoons. 

For his picture of Debbie Bump from 
the play "The Importance of Being 
Earnest" in _the November issue, Mike 
Springer took first place. He also earned 
honorable mention for his sports picture 
of . Maxine Westall swimming 
underwater in the YMCA indoor pool. 

The Watertown high school won top 
honors in the contest. Other top winners 
included Rapid City Central, Sioux Falls 
Lincoln, Sioux Falls Washington, and 
Yankton. 

Latin students enjoyed a festive meat as tney lounged in Roma� 
surroundings at the Latin �anquet April 28. 

Latin goers feast on "�ggs to Apples" 
"Eggs to Apples" 
Eggs began the nine course Latin , 

banquet last week while apples finish
ed the meal, and in between chicken, 
roast pig, ham and other delicacies 
delighted the palates of the 100 ban
quet goers. 

Guests sat or reclined as they en
joyed the festive decorations which 
included a new fountain and a huge 
cake celebrating Rome's birthday. 

Entertainment was provided by the 
Junior High Swing Choir which sang 

the Italian National Anthem, the 
Senior High Swing · Choir, Mrs. 
Mickelson on the flute and the ladies 
of Latin II. 

Special guests, Latin students from 
Rapid City Douglas, recreated the 
first beauty pageant as their part of 
the evenings entertainment. 

Toasts and speeches were made by . 
Latin I and II students and, Mr. Joy 
Mickelson Latin Club adviser. Mark 
Tieszen w a s  the Ma ster  o f  
Ceremonies. 
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Riggs 
Mrs. Phyllis Leach who has made the 

foreign language department a well-known 
part at Riggs, will end her career in May 
after 12 years of teaching in Pierre. 

Mrs. Leach taught Spanish at all levels 
during her years in Pierr;e and has taught 
high school English, speech, and Spanish at 
other schools. 

Mrs. Leach has spearheaded many major 
changes in the past ten years. The language 
department has moved from the south 
English wing to the north wing. A language 
overflow of students taking Spanish caused 
the addition of one more faculty member. 
Mrs. Leach taught at the Junior High and 
came up to Riggs for the afternoon classes. 

For the past 6 years Mrs. Leach has 
arranged and sent her Spanish students to 
the grade schools to teach Spanish. 
Another change occurred last year and 
stirred up great controversy. The school 
board took Spanish I an·d German I out of 

. the Junior High and moved them to Riggs 
and Latin I and II was moved down to the 
Junior High. 

Mrs. Leach's devotion to her Spanish 
students include some time in the summer 

Poet enlightens 
Riggs writers 

"Tlle kids at Riggs don't seem as 
bored with being in high school as other 
students in schools I've visited," 
commented Kathleen Norris, Poet in 
Residence, who spent a week at Riggs 
High School l<\it April. 

Ms. Norris, ;mthor of a collection of 
poetry, ''Falling Off'', instructed the 
Poetry, Creative Writing and some 
American LiUrature classes in reading 
and writing free verse and other 
imaginative writing forms. 

In commenting· on her career as a 
poet, Ms. Norris stated that she started 
her career because of the encouragement 
of a college teacher. "I rwver thought 
I'd write poetry, but once I got started, I. 
found I was pretty serious about it," she 
stated. 

After attending college in Hawaii and 
Vermont, she moved to New York City 
where she lived for five years, 
developing her writing talents. "I liked 
New York -- I love big cities/' she 
confessed. But moving to Lem111on, 
South Dakota to manage a family farm 
cooperative with her poet husband was 
no problem. 

"I was looking forward to South 
Dakota and having a quiet life," she 
declared. 

"I guess rm· an extremist. I like both 
small towns and big cities. I don't mind 
being isolated. It's good for my 

· writing.'!
The one thing Ms. Norris does miss is

"having friends who write and with
whom my husband and I can talk about
writing."

,When asked about her 
impression of Pierre she gave a 
answer, ''The truck stop had 
food." 

first 
quick 
good 

She had been through Pierre before, 
but this was the first time she had the 
opportunity to visit for any length of 
time. 

The week Ms. Norris taught was spent 
visiting the various classes and giving the 
students writing assignments after she 
had read some of her poetry and the 
poetry of other contemporary writers. 
These were informal assignments such as 
writing epitaphs, creating dialogue of an 
older person, descriptions and other 
topics designed to· get students to be 
imaginative. The best of the writing 
from each class has been put together as 
a poetry anthology for members of the 
classes. 

with trips· to Mexico and Spain.· She 
arranged the trips out of a tour company 
from Detroit Lakes, Minnesota. Last year' 
16 students went to Mexico for lO days. 

Mrs. Leach'hasn't always accompanied 
the students but there is always a student 
teacher that supervises. 

She has taught 27 years. Other than in 
Pierre, she has be_en in Sioux City, Iowa, 
Lincoln, Nebraska, and Fort Pierre. 

Mrs. Leach graduated from Winner High 
School and attended Northwestern 
University in Evanston, Illinois. She· is 
presently the State· President · of the 
Foreign Language Teachers Association. 
She is very active in promoting the foreign 
language in Pierre such as the student 
te aching in the grade school and also state
wide promotion. 

Mrs. Leach reflects on her 12 years in 
Pierre and said, "I guess I could be 
graduating too after 12 years." 

Some of her advanced Spanish students 
commented on her leaving by saying, "She 
is very interesting, and is very enthusiastic 
about Spanish. She is also very 
well-dressed." Another student said "She 
must be a good teacher if she had 8 
students place in a State Spanish contest 
out of 12 places." 

Mrs. Phyllis' Leach will be missed 
especially by her Spanish studen,ts. 
Through her involvement and promotion 
she has made foreign language a great 
opportunity in Pierre. 

Mike Springer, award-winning Gover
nor photographer, looks at a State 
"A" game thru the lens of his . camera, 

(photo by Tim Stocking) 

Springer achieves 
national awards 

Mike Springer has won four awards 
for  n at i o n a l  a chievement in 
photography in the 1979 Scholastic_ 
Award·s contest sponsored by 
Eastman Kodak Company. 

He won two honor awards; $60 
for .black and white photos, one 
honor award and $20 for a color 
photo. He also won honorable men
tion for his portfolio of 8 pictures. 

This national contest · attracted 
thousands of entries from all 50 
states from which 250 of the best pic
tures were selected for awards. 

The prize winning photos will be ex
hibited at the Kodak Gallery and In
formation Center in New York City. 
They will also be published in one of 
the Scholastic Magazine publications 
"Literary Cavalcade" or "Voice". 

S_ome of the work Mike submitted 
was on display at the school art show 
last week. 




